15th Australian Dalmatian National Championship Specialty Show.  

Brisbane 6th June 2015.
It was a great honour and privilege to be invited to judge this prestigious National Specialty and I must say a big thank you to the Dalmatian Association of Queensland Inc. for hosting and running the show so competently. Everyone worked so hard to make this a very special occasion for the exhibitors and for me too. The venue was excellent with a ring of excellent size, parking was convenient and there was plenty of shade for the Dalmatians.  Hospitality was generous and there was a huge array of splendid prizes on offer. Thanks also go to my steward Mrs. J Ruddle and writer Mrs. C Elliot and also to Club Patron Mrs. Joan Roseworn for keeping me company at lunch.
A sincere thank you to all the exhibitors, some of whom drove significant distances, to show their Dalmatians under me, and to all of you who took my decisions with such good grace. I was advised at the beginning of the show to ensure that I took my time judging and that’s what I did. I wanted to be sure that everyone had sufficient opportunity to gait and stand their dogs so that I could thoroughly assess the virtues of each Dalmatian. That’s why folks, you did so much moving around rather than a cursory once round and across the ring and back!

My general remarks are as follows: I loved my line ups…..you have are some beautiful quality Dalmatians who could win anywhere in the world. Because of the consistency of breed type and good movement, sadly, not enough first prizes to award! These Dalmatians meet the standard, have substance with elegance and can easily do the job demanded of a carriage dog. Endurance would not be a problem for these dogs. I found all the dogs temperaments to be very good and there was even a ‘smiler’, which is always delightful. Spotting was generally very good with some lovely liver colour.  My final decision was extremely close: they are all exceptional examples of the breed.
Generally fronts were very good with correct angulation and good depth of brisket. There is a range of types. There is an issue with some feet…a few are too flat and some are hare footed. Coats are generally very good and there are some very attractive heads albeit that there are a few light eyes. Some dogs looked fabulous standing but were somewhat disappointing on the move and paid the price. All the exhibitors made a good job of free standing their dogs BUT there is this dreadful practice emerging in the exhibition of Dalmatians, whereby the handler stacks the dog so that their fronts are pushed forward and top lines are sloping down at the rear. This spoils the dogs’ top line and causes over angulation of the rear quarters…it looks dreadful and most untypical and can affect the final award. Another issue, again seen all over the world, is the ‘race’ around the ring at speed. A steady pace shows all that needs to be seen!
I left with memories that I will never forget; the lovely dogs I saw, and the friendliness of the exhibitors. Thank you
Special Veteran Sweepstakes 10 Years and over
1. Beeby’s Ch. Varewell Wind Song. Attractive eleven year old bitch who did not look her age. Lovely head and expression. Really enjoying her day out as she moved around the ring with drive and keeping a nice level top line. I was unaware that this bitch was from the same kennel as the BIS until I read my catalogue.
2. Donald’s Gr. Ch. Sprintaway Rubica Red. Another eleven year old, again in excellent condition, liver spotted, of good colour, little larger than 1, but moved well. Just preferred 1. 
Baby Puppy Dog 

1. John’s Brewen Bomb Voyage. Well constructed liver spotted puppy who shows huge promise. Attractive head and neck, good outline and topline for one so young. Will do well.  
2. Darling’s Paceaway Luck Dragon Another very promising, nicely decorated liver spotted puppy, good front and rear, nice mover.
3. Pickles’ Zamashom Kings Legacy. Nice black spotted puppy, bit heavier marked than other BPD’s. Lovely head, dark ears and eyes. Good bone. Nice feet. At the ‘in between’ stage of development. 
Minor Puppy Dog 

1. Outlook Kennels Outlook Tuireann Molan. Well grown six month old youngster, well off for bone and plenty of substance. Lovely head and expression. Quite mature and although he stood alone - a very worthy winner. Should do well in the ring
Puppy Dog 

1. Darling‘s Paceaway Give Me More. This pup had a lovely head, attractive markings and a deep brisket. His overall conformation is well developed and he moved the truest in his class with good reach and drive. A great future ahead!  Best Puppy in Show
2. Bennett’s Lotadotz Dropsov Jupiter. A most promising puppy, good outline, nice feet and moved well but preferred 1 in this class.
3. Gough & Chandler’s Ch. Paceaway Top Gun. Good make and shape, deepest pigmentation, another very promising pup - not as mature as 1 & 2.
 Junior Dog 

1. Gough & Chandler’s Paceaway Ticket Master. Lovely youngster, attractive head and pleasing expression. Good front. Lovely outline standing with good level topline, moved with good reach and drive. 
2. Grant & Watt’s Krystaway Taittinger. Another l/s again well developed and moved well across the ring with drive. Still immature, has quite a bit of tuck up and a little longer in the loin than 1. Close decision between 1 & 2
3. Dyers’ Ch. Paceaway Flash Gordon. Marginally taller than 2 but none the less balanced. Moved well. Needs time to mature
   Intermediate Dog 

1. Clarkes’ Ch. Paceaway Skys The Limit. A very well put together dog, with lovely outline and who moved effectively and efficiently covering the ground with ease. Nice deep chest with plenty of heart room and good tuck up. Nicely marked. Good tail set. 
2. Bower’s Ch. Starswept Siriusly On Fire. Another very nice male I liked a lot, good markings, pleasant head and expression, another good mover. Pushed hard for 1st place - just preferred 1. 
3. Allcock & Marshall’s Ch. Pampard Privileged Position. Slightly heavier black spotted, nice dark eyes and good pigmentation. Nice turn of stifle, good mover.
Australian Bred Dog. A lovely quality class with some tough decisions 

1. Donald’s Sup Ch. Sprintaway Chief Cherokee. Lovely masculine dog, black spotted, good make and shape, nothing overdone.  Standing has good front and outline, well let down hocks and plenty of bone. Good tail set .Covered the ground with ease and is a good example of a carriage dog.
1. Dunscombe's Telde Magical Rupert Murdog. Lovely liver dog with plenty of bone and substance. Good masculine head. Good front and well sprung ribs. Loved him on the move too. Close decision between first three 
2. Demar’s Lotadotz Love on the Rockz. Extremely densely pigmented black spotted male. Lovely make and shape and fabulous head. Not his day today and he just didn’t move as well as 1 & 2.
Open Dog. Another lovely class
1. Outlook Kennels Sup Ch. Topspott Firebrand. Best Opposite Sex in Show and Best Open in Show. This dog filled my eye when he came into the ring. Standing he has a lovely outline, and excellent make and shape with good front with plenty of heart room. He is a stallion type with beautiful liver spotting and correct in all departments. He has excellent bone and feet, and he powered round the ring and showed to his full potential. He pushed hard for top honours and the final decision was very difficult. 
2. Grant & Watt’s Ch. Paceaway Ona Mission. Lovely decorated black spotted dog with lovely make and shape. Retains a nice topline on the move and totally at one with his handler. Loved him as he has all the right attributes but perhaps not as much tuck up as 1. 
3. Davies & Wright’s Ch. Starswept Painted From Memory. Well constructed black male with attractive spotting and whitest of coat. Masculine but retaining elegance. Excellent front and rear quarters. Lovely head. Litter brother to Runner up to best exhibit. 
Veteran Dog. 
1. Dyer’s Sup Ch. Paceaway Kold Kash. Best Veteran in Show. Lovely dog, seven years old and in excellent hard condition. Deep pigmentation, nice eye colour and head. Good front and nice balance overall – stood four square while standing and was balanced on the move.
2. Graham’s Sup CH Paceaway Rum Ruffian.  Slightly heavier marked, seven year old liver, another who was in excellent condition. Nice on the stand and powered round the ring.  
3. Young’s Ch. Dumbledeer U Dared Me. Nice dog with attractive decoration. Overall make and shape is good and he has a lovely head and kind expression. I was surprised to find he was nearly ten years old. He was in amazing condition and enjoying his time in the ring
Baby Puppy Bitch 
1. Johns’ Brewen Firebomb. Adored this liver puppy who just pipped her littermate to the post for Best Baby Puppy in Show. Lovely outline, well set tail and good feet, sweet expression and head. She moved well and I am sure both she, and her brother, will have a fabulous show career. 
2. Marshall’s Pampard Prickly Pudding. Another quality liver spotted baby puppy, slightly heavier spotting than 1 but most attractive, nice outline, well-muscled and moved well. Older than the class winner – she will do well.

3. Kanowski’s Firebrook Khaleesi.  Another attractive and very promising liver puppy, similar age to 2. Good overall make and shape and moved well. 
Minor Puppy Bitch 

1. Grant & Watt’s Johgra Weekend in Paris. Stood alone but a very nice bitch. Deep pigmentation and nice dark eye, attractive head and a very happy disposition. Moved and showed well. Best Minor Puppy in Show
Puppy Bitch 

1. Darling’s Paceaway Ticket For Roses. A lovely black spotted bitch, well off for bone and with good overall balance although slightly longer in the loin. Good rear angulation. She moved true with good reach and drive. Needs time to mature to her full potential 
2. Lewis’s Blairwick Rose of Destiny. Not as mature as 1, lighter but very attractive spotting. Well balanced throughout. Lovely dark eye and expression. Covered the ground well.
3. Bale’s Lotadotz Golden Girl. More elegant type, feminine type but with plenty of bone. Moved well
 Junior Bitch   Loved this class.
1. Beeby’s Ch. Varewell Crystal Bloom - Best in Show and Best Junior in Show. This fourteen month old bitch demanded attention and she got it! She is ultra-feminine and elegant but has good bone and an excellent make and shape. She has well let down hocks, good feet and is not over done in any department. A good front, lovely level topline and has a good tail carriage both free standing and on the move. Good heart and lung room. Covers the ground with ease. Lovely decoration on the whitest of coats. I loved the some of my other class winners and it was a close decision in several classes. but this bitch just had it all…a very worthy winner and I hope she has a very successful show career as she continues to mature.  
2. Williams’ Underfoot Devil in Disguise. Another most promising youngster. A different and more substantial type to 1. but nonetheless extremely pleasing. Nice outline with good turn of stifle. Well balanced on the move and when free standing. Very attractive head and expression. Just preferred 1 on the day.

3. Godyn’s Texico Lonestar. Another more substantial liver girl of good colour and nice decoration. Well balanced on the move and when standing. A lot to like about her and unlucky to compete against 1 & 2.
Intermediate Bitch. Another lovely class
1. Davies & Wright’s Ch. Starswept Sapphires N Diamonds. Runner Up to BIS and Best Intermediate in Show. Another elegant and eye catching  black spotted bitch, slightly heavier marked and marginally taller than BIS, well balanced and exudes quality throughout. Sound front and rear. Moved with good reach and drive.  At just over two years she will continue to do well.

2. Young’s Ch. Coastdal Take a Chance On Me. Different type, more substantial than 1 but none the less a real quality bitch. Nicely decorated with lovely outline, moved well with good extension and drive but just preferred 1 today. She pushed hard for top place.
3.  Marshall’s Pampard Phirst Class. Attractive and well-muscled liver. Slightly larger and heavier decoration that than 1&2. Expertly handled and powered round the ring maintaining a good topline.  

Australian Bred Bitch  

1. Graham’s NZ & Aust. Ch. Paceaway Pippi Longstockin. Best Australian Bred. A lovely top quality black spotted bitch, beautifully presented and at one with her handler. A real show girl.  Good front and rear, well let down hocks, balanced throughout and covers the ground with ease. Liked her head and expression.
2. Allcock & Marshall's Ch. Pampard Phireworks . Another well constructed and attractive bitch in excellent muscular condition. A good mover and sound throughout. Proper carriage dog. Good turn of stifle and Just a bit stuffy over the withers today
3. Irving’s Ch. Ozzispot On Th Edge Of Glory. Sound liver spotted bitch, nice outline when standing and who moved round the ring with ease. Lovely clear coat and dense pigmentation. 
Open Bitch  

1.  Donald’s Ch. Paceaway Sabari. Lovely liver bitch well off for bone but retaining elegance and feminity. Good front and level topline, very pleasing head and expression. Good depth of brisket. Built to move all day. 
2. Irving’s Sup Ch. Ozzispots Sinners N Shadows Another quality liver spotted bitch, larger than one but balanced all through. Lovely head and expression on a sound front. Good feet, moved well, just preferred 1.  
3. Johns’ Ch. Brewen Kandy Kar More heavily decorated liver bitch, sound construction and moved well. Nice type, feminine head. Just preferred 1 & 2 today.
Veteran Bitch 

1 Darling’s Sup Ch. Paceaway Nite Fire. Lovely seven year old. Lighter spotted liver but good make and shape and nice head and expression. Moved well. 
2. Marshall’s Sup Ch. Gemcourt Playz With Fire. Another liver spotted bitch at over nine years of age really enjoying herself and expertly handled. A different more substantial type to 1 but in excellent shape and moved with vigour. 
3. Grant & Watt’s Sup Ch. Gemcourt Girlz on Avenue. Slightly larger black spotted seven year old. Good make and shape. Moved well and enjoying her time at the show.
Neuter Dog
1. Mc Intyre’s Gentry Well Dressed Explorer. Nice dog with lovely overall shape. Although lightly marked he has a lovely head and expression and was at one with his handler and he moved around the ring. Nice mover.
2. Moller’s Likadyce In The Spotlight. More heavily marked male, good colour and deep pigmentation. Nice type overall. Enjoying his time in the ring
Neuter Bitch 

1. Johns’ Ch. Brewen Glamour Girl. A very nice elegant bitch who is balanced throughout. Was amazed to find she was nine years old.  Loved her make and shape and she moved with drive. Was delighted and not surprised to see she had been Runner Up BIS in 2008.
2. Little’s Sarasota Sarabande. A nice bitch. Good outline and attractive head. Moved well - just preferred one today
3. Forrest Ch.  Lykatyga Wyld Streak
Breeders Team
1. Likadyce

2. Pampard 
Parent and Progeny
1. Young’s Ch. Dumbledeer U Dared Me

2. Bennett & Harding’s Gr Ch. Topspott Jupiters Gold

3. Darling’s Sup Ch. Paceaway Nite Fire                    Christina Pickup         
